
News fromDownUnder!

Moving,Marriage, andMinistry…

Moving

Januarywasmovingmonth. TheLordprovided Iraandmewith an apartment to call home and to
conduct ministry. Wehaveenjoyedhosting church attendersandmusic practices at our apartment. I
also havean office/studio for recordingpodcasts.

OverJanuaryand early February, there were inspections of apartments, meetings with friends, and
goodbyes.WesburnBaptist Church in country Victoria invitedme to preach and share the burden for
FootscrayoneWednesdaynight. Although I havesaid goodbye to my neighbours, I havestill kept in
contact with Jack.Pleasekeepprayingfor him. Hedesperatelyneeds the Lord.When I left, I left my
neighbourswith a little booklet about how to know youaregoingto heaven.Afewweeksago,a couple
of my neighboursreachedout andaskedif Iraand I wanted to catch up with them. Duringthat catch
up, Angusaskedquestions about Christianity, and I was able to sharesome thoughts with him that he
had never heard before. Please pray for AngusandKiki’ssalvation.

Marriage

Februarywas an excitingmonth with my family from the USvisiting for the wedding. Theywereable to
visit CalvaryBaptist Church where I haveserved for the past two yearsone Sundaymorning aswell as
meet someof the people of Gracewayat a Sundayafternoon BBQ.Mypastor and his wife also came
for the wedding, andwe took a day to tour Melbourne and see the mission field that Godhas called
me to. Theweddingwas15Februaryandwasbeautiful. Seethe links below for photos as well as
Ira’spersonal testimony. I am so thankful for her and the waysshe has enhancedmy life. Shehas



alreadybeen a blessing in ministry as well through her exampleandmusic ministry. Pleaseprayfor
usaswe try to balance home, life, andministry.

Ministry

SinceDecember 15, 2024, we havebeen holding SundayBible studies in Footscray everyweek except
the dayafter our wedding.Weare thankful for severalcommitted members and a number of guests
who havecome. Sunday, 23 April, we had 14 includingourselves.

Caleb, Harper, andJosh,the core group, havebeen veryfaithful and active in bringing visitors, with
Josh’sbrother, Chris, and couple mates, Andrewand Firthcoming at least once. James,a Christian
who visited the first Sunday,has continued coming. Samay,aMuslim teen, has come a number of
times; however,after hestarted handingout Quransand trying to get into conversations about Islam
with people, I had to tell him that Sundayswere for worshiping Jesusand not discussing Islam. Last
weekhe came without any issue.Kira,a JapaneseChristian, has grownover the last fewmonths and
deepenedher connection with Ira and Harper.Guy,a Christian youngman in his twenties, has been
faithful and is meeting with me for studies on prayerwith a hunger for God’sWord.Amandaand
Dorcasare two ladies that havevisited, and Leighand Tarahavevisited two weeks in a row. Please
prayfor these dear people and their spiritual growth aswell asours.

Apart from Footscray,Godhas also opened an opportunity to hold aFridayBible study in Warrandyte,
north east of the city. Joshwas able to bringhis friend, Taylor,who has professedChrist, to the study
alongwith the others who haveformed the group.Weare trying to be a blessing to this groupwhich
seems to bewithout a leader currently and areprayingfor God’s guidance.

Wehavebeen doing some outreach at the train station in Footscrayand havefound some good
responses.With Easterapproaching, wewill focus on spreadingthe news of the resurrection for the
next few weekswith 5,000flyersordered for distribution followed bya “Hope Campaign.”Working
with Baptist Church PlantingMinistry, the advice is to saturate the areawith the gospelmessageof
hope.Weplan to do this in May.Thefirst week of June,wewill need to travel to Chattanoogaso that



Iracan attend CandidateSchoolat BIMI.It will be a quick trip becausewewill need to return to
conduct a distribution of 33,000JohnandRomansbooklets from BearingPrecious Seedin
preparation for our official church launch in July.

Weappreciate yourprayersfor these outreaches and the ministry of GracewayBaptist Church in
Footscray.Thereis also a heap of legalpaperwork to do for the church organisingthat wewould
appreciate prayersfor. Also, I haveapplied for apartner visa to allow me to stay in the country. Right
now, I am ona bridging visawhich is good, but please prayfor approvalfor permanent residency
here in Australia.

Ona final note, I am including anannouncement letter with this email. SinceIraand I aremarried
now, weare redoingour ministry letterhead, etc. Aswedo, wewill use the nameMultiply Australia for
our ministry name. Thisname is basedupon Acts 6:7 which says,“And the wordof Godincreased;
and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalemgreatly”and 9:31which says,“Thenhad the
churches rest throughout all JudaeaandGalilee and Samaria,and wereedified; and walking in the
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, weremultiplied.” In these verses,we see that
theWord, disciples, and churches weremultiplied. Our desire is to seethat happen in Australiaby
God’s grace.Weappreciate yourprayersand support to help make that reality.

P.S. PLEASENOTETHATOURMINISTRYEMAILADDRESSWILL CHANGE TO
ADMIN@MULTIPLYAUSTRALIA.ORG.Thanks!

In Christ,

Joshand Ira Zacharias


